
was moderated by local cam-
paign guru and number 
cruncher Krissa Barclay.  

    The DCYD Executive 
Board s next meeting is 
scheduled for April 2, 2005, 
11:30 A.M., at Davidson 
County Democratic Head-
quarters in Metro Center. For 
more information on the 
meeting contact President 
Brandmeir at 
dcyds@comcast.net 

Seeking to change Tennessee from an Angry Red to a Peaceful Blue March 9, 2005 

The DCYD Interim Executive Board members discuss a proposal by Vice-President James Qualk. 
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Upcoming Events 

Mar. 10, 2005 (6:00 PM)             
Laid Back Thursday  at          
The Flying Saucer 

Mar. 12, 2005 (9:00 AM)        
Harpeth River  Service Project  

Mar. 19, 2005 (11:30 AM)        
Young D s Saturday          
Rendezvous 

Mar. 22, 2005 (7:00 PM)           
DNC Chairman Howard Dean 
at Vanderbilt University 

Mar. 31, 2005 (7:00 PM)          
Davidson County Democrats 
House Party in support of    
Radio Free Nashville 

Apr. 1, 2005 (7:30 PM)    
Don t Get Fooled!         

Social Security and Young 
America: What It Means to 
Us!   With VU Economics 
Professor Malcolm Getz & 
Congressman Jim Cooper.  

For more information please 
contact us! Email: 
dcyds@comcast.net             
Phone: (615) 554-4349 
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Inside this issue: 

   With a renewed sense en-
thusiasm and focus on the 
future, the 2005 DCYD In-
terim Executive Board held 
their first planning session of 
the new year.      

This is an exciting time to 
be young and a Democrat, 
said Treasurer Addison Pate. 
With a DNC Chairman in-

vesting in the grassroots level 
and a Republican party that is 

on the brink of self-
destruction, young democ-
rats everywhere have a 
chance to really make an 
impact and get involved in 
their communities.

 

    During this all-day event, 
the attending members and 
current officers discussed a 
plethora of issues ranging 
from revisions to the current 
bylaws to mapping our the 

2005 Davidson 
County Young 
Democrats   Ex-
ecutive Board: 

President: Seannalyn Brandmeir 

Vice-President: James Qualk 

Secretary: Kimberly Woods 

Treasurer: Addison Pate 

At-Large: Justin Monday 

At-Large: Brian Heffron 

At-Large: Sean Braisted 

Davidson County Young Democrats look to big strides in 
membership and community outreach in 2005!  

Nashville Heart Association s Heart Gala a Success 
  The Davidson County 
Young Democrats kicked 
off th is year s community 
service campaign at the 
American Heart Associa-
t ion s Heart Gala .  

   From coordinating the 
flow of people into the 
event to presenting the 
night s live auct ion items, 
the DCYDs were out and 

about helping raise over 
$760,000 to help fight heart 
disease.     

The event was a huge suc-
cess and much of its success 
is due to the volunteers that 
gave their time to be a part 
of it , sa id Chr isty Gaines, 
Metro Specialist and event 
coordina tor for th is year s 
Heart Gala.  

From left: Melissa Wilczek, Natasha Cole, and 
Brian Heffron prepare for the night s festivities.  



    Howard Dean, the former 
governor of Vermont, a 2004 presi-
dential candidate, and current DNC 
Chairman, is scheduled to speak in 
Nashville on campus at Vanderbilt 
University on March 22nd.  

    This will give Tennessee Democ-
ra t s an oppor tun ity to get a first 

hand look at the new chairman and 
hopefully ask a few questions about 
his plans to turn the state back to a 
darker shade of blue. Chairman 
Dean has said his attention will be 
on rebuilding the parties image in 
the South where democratic candi-
dates lost favor after Lyndon John-
son passed the Civil Rights Act of 
1965. 

   Here now is a condensed version of 
Cha irman Dean s P lan for the DNC:  

1. Show up! Democrats should never 
concede a single state, a single district, 
or a single voter to the Republicans.  

2. The success of the national party de-
pends directly on the success of the 
state parties  we must better inte-
grate our operations by:  

Having the DNC pay the salary of 
each state party executive director  

Collectively building and sharing 

supporter lists between the national 
and state parties. 

Recruit, train, and encourage candi-
dates to run for office at every level . 

Actively grow local Democratic com-
mittees and communities. 

Maintaining a permanent campaign 
in every state.  

3. Set core principles that define the De-
mocratic Party and what we stand for 
and take a bottom-up approach to the  
development of the Party's message.  

4. Use cutting-edge Internet and other 
technologies to fundraise, organize, and 
communicate with our supporters.  

5. Strengthen our political institutions 
and leadership institutes to promote our 
leaders and our ideas.  

For a more detailed breakdown of these five-
points,  please visit www.democrats.org   

DNC Chairman Howard Dean to speak at Vanderbilt 
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From the desk of the President  

 
Whether it is the con-

vening of the 104th legislature 
and the issues being debated to 
the reorganization of the David-
son County Young Democrats, 
2005 is turning out to be an    
interesting year.   

What a great time to be a 
young Democrat in Davidson 
County!  We have a chance to get 
involved now to make day-to-
day substantive changes and 
build upon each one along the 
way.  We are creating a founda-
tion that has the potential to 
influence generations to come. 

One of my goals for the 
DCYDs is that in the next fifteen 
years we become the leaders of 
the Democratic Party and the 
community. It is my hope that 
the DCYDs will become the or-
ganization that educates, trains, 
and involves young people in the 
community now so that when 
they are called to be leaders, 

they are better equipped to serve 
and make the correct decisions 
for the people of Tennessee. 

The DCYDs recently moved 
one step closer to realizing this 
vision for the future. On Satur-
day, March 5th, we held the first 
Executive Board meeting of 
2005. At that meeting we re-
structured our by-laws to reflect 
the values and ideals that the 
DCYDs want to promote for the 
future. We have committed to 
our community outreach effort, 
not just being part of the com-
munity during election years but 
being there years before an elec-
tion. The DCYD leadership be-
lieves that the way to change 
communities is to be involved 
with them on the day-to-day 
level through outreach and vol-
unteer service.  

During our session we also 
elected new officers and commit-
tee chairs, creating a full leader-

ship board. Each officer is dedi-
cated and driven to making this 
organization successful and I 
cannot wait to see what wonder-
ful things this board and organi-
zation will accomplish this year.   

Finally, let me encourage 
everyone to start getting in-
volved. One person can have a 
great idea, but it takes an a 
group of determined individuals 
to change the world. If we are to 
change and influence politics in 
Tennessee for the better, we 
need others to join. Tell your 
friends and family, encourage 
others to make a difference, and 
above all get involved. It is one 
of the most important things 
you will ever do. 

Seannalyn Brandmeir  

- President Brandmeir can be 
reached at dcyds@comcast.net 

http://www.democrats.org


By Sean Braisted  

Thank god for the republi-
cans for they are the only party who 
sees the real danger facing America 
and Tennessee in 2005. No, it is not 
terrorism, or massive debt, or the 
thousands of jobs going over seas, or 
even the rapidly climbing health care 
costs. No, my friends, the real danger 
facing Americans is  drum roll 
please  gay mar r iage.    

Yes, even though the legisla-
ture passed a bill outlawing gay mar-
riage last session, the republicans 
feel it is necessary to pass a state 
constitutional amendment outlawing 
it, which just happens to require pas-
sage by the voters of Tennessee, and 
that vote will just happen to be on 
the ballot in 2006, a ballot with key 
races including the re-election of the 
Governor and an open Senatorial 
seat race.    

Recently a proposed constitu-
tional amendment passed the House 
Children and Family Affairs Com-
mittee by a 13-4 vote, which included 
many Democrats.  This effort is just 
one of many that republicans all over 
the country have been initiating, 
which looks to be part of a larger 
strategy to drive up the fundamen-
talist Christian vote. Some believe 
this attempt at focusing attention on 
the hotly debated wedge issue may 
be the only way republicans can com-
pete with Governor Bredesen in 
2006.   

In another bill to hit the leg-
islature, Sens. Doug Jackson and 
Diane Black are pushing separate 
but similar bills to ban gay couples 
from adopting children in state cus-
tody.  If passed, Tennessee would 
join two other states in opposing gay 
adoptions.   

The head of the ch ildren s 
advocacy group credits gays and les-
bians for adopting children who often 
are difficult to find homes for 
teenagers, those with behavioral 
problems and large sibling groups. 

What ch ildren need the most is a 
loving home people who are com-
mitted and there are a lot of children 
in Tennessee who need a home, sa id 
Linda O Neal, execu t ive director of 
the Tennessee Commission on Chil-
dren and Youth.*   

Supposed Family Va lues 
groups are at the forefront of pushing 

such legislation, feeling that any liv-
ing arrangement - be it an orphanage 
or foster home - would be a better 
alternative than that of a child in the 
hands of a loving, all be it gay, cou-
ple.  Black, one of the major propo-
nents of the bill, said, ''When we 
start putting children where we do 
not have a traditional family, eventu-
ally the value of the family will be 
weakened.'' *  

Unfortunately this subject is 
not simply facts and numbers, there 

are real people who will be affected by 
such legislation. People like Christo-
pher Harris, a pediatrician at Vander-
bilt University, says that the state al-
ready discriminates when approving 
adoptions.** He was turned down twice 
by the state before finally being ac-
cepted by a private adoption agency.    

If not checked, the efforts of 
conservative republican legislators will 
set back civil rights for many decades 
to come. Signs that younger genera-
tions are much more tolerant of gay 
rights may be causing fundamentalists 
to use this conservative backlash 
against gay rights to their advantage.  
I recommend you get in touch with 
your state representative or senator to 
give them your opinion on the matter, 
whatever it may be. 

To find your legislator, go to 
www.legislature.state.tn.us  

Adapted from: * Johnson, Lucas L. II 
Gay Marriage Am endm ent Moves 

T hrough Com m ittees Tennessean Feb 
17, 2005 |  

** Bonna de la Cruz S tate May N ot 
Let Gays Adopt Kids in Its Care Ten-
nessean Feb 20, 2005  

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness...as long as you re one of us! 

Cartoon by Matt Davies, The Journal News  

PAGE 3 THE DCYD N EW SLETTER VO LUME I, ISSUE 2 

As long as two people love 

each other, I don t think 

God cares whether they 

have a hoo-hoo or ha-ha  

- Marge Simpson 

http://www.legislature.state.tn.us


Help slow the loss of jobs 
overseas. 

Help preserve the 
environment for you children 

Bring Common Sense back 
into your government. 

Help elect people who care 
more about you and your 
concerns.    

        

BUT THAT S NOT ALL!! 

You can stem the tide of 
hatred in our government 
policies. 

Ensure Social Security is there 
for you when YOU need it. 

Last but not least YOU CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

 

Are you tired of rich corporate fat-cats running the country? 

Do you want to make a difference but not sure you can? 

Well now we have a SOLUTION!!! 

Its called  Democracy on Layaway and for the Low Low Cost 

of $9.99 a month you can help change the country for the bet-

ter right from the comfort of you home. 

With Democracy on Layaway you can!!! 

P.O. Box 190041 
Nashville, TN 37219 
Phone: 615-604-9878 
Email: dcyds@comcast.net 

D A V I D SO N C O U N T Y Y O U N G D EM O C RA T S 


